Infection Control Questions for Staff
What is PPE? (Personal Protective Equipment)
PPE should be chosen based on the anticipated exposure to blood or other potentially infectious materials. The types of PPE available to employees include but are not limited to gowns, gloves, face shields or masks, eye protection, mouthpieces, resuscitation bags, pocket masks, shoe covers.

Where do you find PPE?
PPE is located in facilities utility rooms, patient areas and/or rooms. 
When are sharps containers changed and by whom?
Sharps containers are removed by the nursing personnel when filled to the level indicated on the container or ¾ full.

What would you do if fluids [urine, cleaning products, blood] splashed in your eye?
Rinse face and eye using eye wash station [if others are available, flush with BBS], notify administrator, complete injury log and if necessary go to the Emergency Department @ hospital for evaluation. 
How would you handle linen soaked in blood?
Laundry contaminated with blood or other potentially infectious materials should be handled as little as possible with a minimum of agitation. Contaminated laundry should be bagged at the location where it is used and should not be sorted or rinsed in the location of use. Employees who have contact with contaminated laundry are to wear protective gloves and other appropriate personal protective equipment. 

Name two common bloodborne pathogens.
HBV - Hepatitis B virus

HCV - Hepatitis C virus

HIV - Human Immunodeficiency Virus
Have you had an inservice on bloodborne pathogens?
Initially all new employees receive education on bloodborne pathogens during orientation. Annually, training on bloodborne pathogens is conducted through contract services with Stericycle.

As a healthcare employee do you need a Hepatitis B vaccine?
The Hepatitis B Vaccination Series is available at no cost after training and within 10 days of initial assignment to employees that are at risk for occupational exposure to blood and/or body fluids. If the employee is at occupational risk and chooses not to receive the vaccine, a declination statement needs to be signed. 

How often do you complete TB (PPD) testing?
TB testing is completed at the time of employment. Two-step testing is performed if the new employee has not had a TB test within the prior 12 months. Subsequent testing is determined based on an annual risk assessment (incidence of active TB patients in the community and facility).

Demonstrate hand washing.
With warm water, wet hands first. Apply soap. Wash hands vigorously for at least twenty seconds. Be aware of excess jewelry, long nails and sleeves. They can hinder effective hand washing. Dry hands, then turn off faucet with same paper towel. Dispose of paper towel without touching waste container. 
When is hand sanitizer acceptable and when is it not? 
Hand sanitizers can be used in most circumstances; however when there is visible soiling of your hands, and thorough hand washing is recommended.

Where are your infection control policies?
Infection Control policies are located in the Infection Control manual and in the policy and procedure book.

Who is the Infection Control nurse?
What is meant by nosocomial infection?
For an infection to be defined as nosocomial (hospital-acquired) there must be no evidence that the infection was present or incubating at the time of admission to the medical center.

How do you handle illness in yourself?
Refer to the “guidelines” given during an employee’s orientation or in the Employee Health Manual. Infectious illnesses are tracked by the infection control.

Source: Sandy Berreth, Brainerd Lakes Surgery Center. Adapted and reprinted with permission.


